Abstract: During World War II, over one-half million tons of bombs were dropped in area raids on German cities, destroying about one-fifth of the total housing stock nationwide. This paper provides causal evidence on the long-run consequences of large-scale war destruction on the educational attainment and health status of German children. I combine a unique dataset on "city"-level destruction in Germany caused by Allied Air Forces bombing during WWII with individual survey data from the German Socio-Economic Panel (GSOEP). My identification strategy exploits the plausibly exogenous city-by-cohort variation in the intensity of WWII destruction. My findings suggest significant, long-lasting detrimental effects on the human capital formation of Germans who were school-aged during WWII. First, these children had 0.3 fewer years of schooling on average in adulthood, with those in the most hard-hit cities completing 1.2 fewer years. Second, these children were about half inches shorter and had lower self-reported health satisfaction in adulthood. These results survive using alternative samples and specifications, including controlling for migration and instrumenting for WWII destruction, where instrumental variable is distance to London. Moreover, a control experiment using older cohorts who were not school-aged during WWII reveals no significant city-specific cohort trends in schooling. An important channel for the effect of destruction on educational attainment appears to be the destruction of schools and the absence of teachers.
age at arrival in the U.S., and in particular whether that age fell within the "critical period" of language acquisition. We interpret the observed difference in outcomes between childhood immigrants arriving during the critical period and those arriving later (adjusted for non-languagerelated age-at-arrival effects using childhood immigrants from English-speaking countries) as an effect of English-language skills and construct an instrumental variable for English-language skills.
We find that both Hispanics and non-Hispanics exhibit lower English proficiency if they arrive after the critical period, but this drop in English proficiency is larger for Hispanics. The effect of English proficiency on earnings and education is nevertheless quite similar across groups, which suggests that English proficiency is a key variable in understanding differences across these groups.
On the other hand, the effects of English proficiency on social outcomes, such as marriage, fertility and enclave residence, are attenuated for Hispanics. human capital and underlining the importance of combat against HIV/AIDS, which must be a first order policy concern as epidemic has impacts beyond current generation. 
